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Boroughs of:  Girard  ∙  Wesleyville   ∙   City of Erie   ∙   County of Erie 
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ERIE AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
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                    Phone (814) 454-1770     Email jhkunco@erieareacog.org 
 

WORK SESSION  

March 9, 2016 at 3:30 pm  

 HarborcreekTownship 

REPORT 

Delegates and Alternates       In Attendance  

Nancy Agostine  Summit Township     No 

Jay Breneman   County Council     No 

Dennis Howard   Franklin Township     Excused 

Brian McGrath  Millcreek Township     Yes 

Cas Kwitowski  City of Erie Council     No 

Jean Rodemaker  Lawrence Park     No 

Tim May   Harborcreek Township    Excused 

Dennis McNally  Girard Borough     Yes 

Jill Merritt & Paul Bills Wesleyville Borough     Yes 

Mas Sala   City of Erie, Mayor’s representative   Yes 

Kathy Wyrosdick  County Executive’s Representative    Yes 

Joe Peck   Harborcreek Township    Yes 

Guests and others in Attendance: 

Jessica Horan-Kunco  EA COG       yes 

Anna Frantz   Emerge 2040       Yes 

Sheila Sterrett    Senator Toomey’s office    Yes 

John Morgan   Millcreek Township     Yes 

M e e t i n g  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t 3 : 4 0  

1 .  O l d  B u s i n e s s   

 A .  J o i n t  p u r c h a s i n g  q u a n t i t i e s  a n d  s p e c s  n e e d e d  a s a p   

W e  w a n t  t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  T h e  f i r s t  s e t  o f  b i d s  
i s  f o r  r o a d  m a t e r i a l s  t h e  s e c o n d  w i l l  b e  g e n e r a l  m a t e r i a l s .  W e  a r e  
l o o k i n g  f o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  t o  a d d ,  m a y b e  p o o l  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  i c e  m e l t .   
S o m e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  p a r t i c i p a t e  s o  w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  m o r e  m a t e r i a l s  
t h a t  b o t h  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  u s e .   

 B .  Z o n i n g  H e a r i n g  B o a r d  T r a i n i n g :  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  A p r i l  2 0  a t  
5 : 0 0  –  8 : 3 0  a t  S u m m i t  T o w n s h i p  

D E C D  w i l l  p r o v i d e  o n e  s p e a k e r  a t  n o  c h a r g e  a n d  C o u n t y  P l a n n i n g  h a s  
a g r e e d  t o  p i c k  u p  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  2

n d
 s p e a k e r .   C o g  w i l l  d o  t h e  p l a n n i n g  

i n v i t a t i o n s ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  s e t  u p  a n d  r e f r e s h m e n t s .  
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C o g  m e m b e r s  n e e d  t o  s e t  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e .  M e m b e r s  d i s c u s s e d  a  $ 1 0  
f o r  m e m b e r s  a n d  $ 1 5  f o r  n o n - m e m b e r s .  P l e a s e  i n v i t e  a n y o n e  y o u  t h i n k  
w o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  t r a i n i n g :  Z o n i n g  H e a r i n g  B o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  
z o n i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  n e w l y  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  s o l i c i t o r s ,  e t c .  

2 .  N e w  Business  

 A.  Erie  County  Trai l s  Workshop,  March 23  2 -5  at  the  Erie  County  
Conservat ion  District  

 1 .  Background Anna Frantz  

This  workshop is  expected  to  begin  the  conversa t ion  of  how municipal i t i es  
can  def ine  the  pro ject  tha t  they can  work  together  on  whether  i t  i s  just  
cons is tent  s ignage or  connect ions  to  other  t ra i l s .   The in tent  i s  to  enhance our  
t ra i l s  and  outdoor  exper iences  through  col laborat ion .  

One of  our  presenters  i s  the  Indus t r ia l  Hear t land  Trai l  Organiz at ion  which  
encompasses  over  1400  miles  of  t r a i l s .  Current ly,  there  i s  a  l arge  gap  in  the  
network  that  could  be  f i l l ed  i f  we can  dr ive  local  in teres t  and  suppor t .  There  is  
s igni f icant  data  to  suppor t  the  economic  benef i t s  of  t ra i l s  in  a  communi ty.   
The focus  of  the  workshop wil l  be  to  ident i fy ex is t ing t ra i ls  and  opportuni t ies  
and  envis ion  potent ia l  connect ions  and  pro ject  opportuni t ies .  S ince  s ignage 
has  been  ident i f ied  as  a  need ,  Cog could  help  seek  funding and  grants  and  
ass i s t  wi th  the  process  through the  s ign  t rus t .   Invi tees  include:  DCNR,  Visi t  
Er ie ,  Nor thwes t  PA Trai l  Associat ion  (need  a  contact -Greg Troyer  poss ib ly) ,  
Impact  Corry,  Por t  Author i ty and  a l l  munic ipal i t i es  in  Erie  County.  

 2 .  Municipal  benef i ts  

A county-wide pro ject  can  dr ive  investment  and  use  of  your  ex is t ing park  and  
rec  oppor tuni t ies  and  therefore  have economic benef i t s  to  our  municipal i t i es .   

 3 .  COG role   

Continue to  reach  out  to  invi te  every munic ipal i t y to  par t ic ipate  in  the  
pro ject .  Cog can  be  appl icant  for  Mul t i -munic ipal  grant  funding.   

I t  was  recommended that  a  non -prof i t  o rganizat ion  purchase  land  for  t ra i l s  
ins tead  of  a  government  en t i t y,  Corry has  a  re la t ively smooth  exper ience  due 
to  thi s .  

4.  Upcoming Important  dates:  

 March 23  -  2:00  Trai l  Workshop Erie  Conservat ion  District  

 Apri l  20  -  5:00  Zoning Hearing Board Member tra in ing Summit  

 May 11  -  3:00  COG – Next  Cog meet ing  -Strategic  Plan  Presentat ion  
 Mi l lcreek   

Meet ing  adjourned at  4:23PM  


